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Letter from the Editors            

Dear Readers! 

We invite you to read the 92nd volume of TSS! We are living in a period of rapid change, which is 
evident in the climate and is affecting the economy, agriculture and people's relationships, thoughts 
and anxiety levels. The search for safety is not always successful. The role of statistics is to truthfully 
reflect these changes based on data, thereby dispelling doubts and unfounded interpretations. New 
statistical methods are required to achieve this, and The Survey Statistician aims to disseminate new 
knowledge among survey statisticians. 

This issue begins with Letter from the President. The IASS Executive Committee (EC) is coming to 
the end of its term of office. Its president, Natalie Shlomo, provides an overview of IASS activities 
over the past two years. She then introduces the incoming IASS EC President, Partha Lahiri, and 
wishes him success. The IASS EC Scientific Secretary, Annamaria Bianchi, writes in Report from 
the Scientific Secretary about IASS conferences, webinars and other means of communication 
among IASS members. She states that one of the added benefits of her role over the past two years 
has been to create links between statisticians around the world, and thanks Natalie Shlomo for her 
support. 

We make attempts to include hot topics in this issue. Nowadays, a lot of data sets are available, and 
statisticians are tasked with finding methods to use them while decreasing the cost of obtaining 
results and increasing their precision. Record linkage is one such method of expanding data sets, 
and Tiziana Tuoto provides an overview of it. The topic is further expanded upon with an overview 
of the book “Mixed Mode Official Surveys” by Alberto Arletti. 

Artificial intelligence (AI) attracts the attention of many people. It may enrich science, but it may also 
contribute to black technologies. David M. Rothschild, Trent D. Buskirk, Stephanie Eckman, D. 
Sunshine Hillygus, Frauke Kreuter, and David Lazer present ways in which AI can be applied to 
survey statistics. They encourage studying and using the possibilities of AI, while also carefully 
managing risk. 

The future is only possible in relation to the past, and Andrés Gutiérrez and Xavier Mancero present 
the history of household surveys in Latin America. 

The newest section of TSS is the Early Carrier Survey Statistician. Veronica Ballerini is the first editor 
of this section and author of the first paper in the section. This issue is the last for her and includes 
two articles written by young survey statisticians:  Ilaria Bombelli and Giorgia Sacco attempt to 
optimise stratification, while Francesco Pantalone studies sampling strategies in environmental 
surveys. Veronica has made changes to her working life and the next issue will have a new section 
editor. We hope that the editorial experience she has gained at TSS will be useful to her in the future. 
We thank her and wish success in her future career! 

As usual, County Reports are included in this issue. We expect the current issue to be of interest to 
you. However, interesting issues require your input. Please share your knowledge and experience 
with other survey statisticians by presenting interesting topics, asking questions and expecting 
answers, and providing overviews of different areas of survey statistics and new ideas. We thank 
the authors and section editors for their contributions to this issue! 

We look forward to communicating with you. 

Danutė Krapavickaitė and Alina Matei, TSS Editors 
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Letter from the President 

Dear IASS Members,  

This will be my last letter as President of the IASS 2023-2025. We are currently in the process of 
casting votes for the next IASS Executive Committee 2025-2027 under the leadership of the 
incoming IASS President, Partha Lahiri. I am grateful to the 2025 IASS Nomination Committee 
chaired by our past President, Monica Pratesi, with the support of the   nomination committee 
members: Anders Holmberg, Guillaume Chauvet, Andreea Erciulescu and Andres Gutierrez, for 
putting together an exciting slate of candidates for the election of the next IASS Executive 
Committee.    
I am very proud of the achievements of the current 2023-2025 IASS Executive Committee as we 
strived to promote and support the many activities that serve our community of survey statisticians 
as set out in our Strategic Document, particularly, in raising the visibility of the IASS.  
Our highly successful IASS webinar series continues to provide stimulating and informative talks 
from leading survey statisticians around the world and I thank Andrés Gutiérrez for organizing this 
successful series.  We provide regular updates on our IASS website and through our increasing 
social media presence, and I thank Annamaria Bianchi for posting and coordinating our social media 
accounts on Facebook, LinkedIn and X. She also served as the section editor for the New and 
Emerging Methods Section of our publication The Survey Statistician during her term. The monthly 
newsletters were carefully edited by Jiraphan Suntornchost and I thank her for her dedication. We 
awarded two prizes during the term of the current IASS Executive Committee: the 2024 Hukum 
Chandra Memorial Prize  awarded to Nicola Salvati (Italy) and the 2025 Cochran-Hansen Prize 
awarded to Dr. Saurav Guha (India). I thank the chair of the selection committees, Eric Rancourt, 
and to the committee members:  Sharon Lohr,  Siu-Ming Tam and Nancy McBeth for the 2024 Hukum 
Chandra Memorial Prize and  Katherine Jenny Thompson and Li-Chun Zhang for the 2025 Cochran-
Hansen Prize.  
The Survey Statistician continues to be our flagship IASS publication. An essential and historical 
part of The Survey Statistician are the country reports edited by Peter Wright and I am very grateful 
to Peter and to the IASS country representatives for their dedication in submitting timely articles. I 
am also very grateful to our editorial team of The Survey Statistician, in particular our Editor-in-Chief 
Danutė Krapavickaitė and Associate Editor Alina Matei, for producing and publishing this outstanding 
publication.  The other section editors are: Gaia Bertarelli, Ton De Waal and Veronica Ballerini and 
the production editor is Francesco Pantalone, and I thank them for continuing to ensure outstanding 
contributions to their dedicated sections.  The July 2025 issue of The Survey Statistician will be 
Danutė’s last issue as Editor-in-Chief. Alina Matei will take over her role as Editor-in-Chief from the 
January 2026 issue.   Danutė has faithfully served as Editor-in-Chief since July 2018 and there is no 
doubt that her leadership has resulted in a publication of the highest standard that serves and 
promotes the survey statistics community. We will be recognizing Danutė’s outstanding contribution 
to the IASS and to the international statistical community with an ISI Service Award.    
In the coming month, we are looking forward to the fruits of our labour in planning and hosting the 
IASS satellite conferences to the 2025 ISI World Statistics Congress:     the ITACOSM2025-IASS 
Satellite Conference  from July 1-4, 2025 in Bologna, Italy and the SAE2025 Conference from July 
7-11, 2025 in Torino, Italy. The 2025 ISI World Statistics Congress will be held in the Hague from 
October 5-9, 2025 and the IASS is sponsoring 11 Invited Papers Sessions on a range of topics 
related to survey statistics. In addition, there are two Special Invited Sessions: the IASS President’s 

https://isi-iass.org/home/wp-content/uploads/IASS-Strategy2024-2025.pdf
https://isi-iass.org/home/webinars/
https://isi-iass.org/home/
https://isi-iass.org/home/services/the-survey-statistician/
https://isi-iass.org/home/services/newsletters/
https://isi-iass.org/home/services/newsletters/
https://isi-iass.org/home/services/the-survey-statistician/
https://www.isi-next.org/conferences/isi-wsc2025/
https://eventi.unibo.it/itacosm-2025
https://eventi.unibo.it/itacosm-2025
https://www.sae2025.org/
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Invited Speaker session with Professor Yves Tillé with discussants: Dr. Pedro Silva and Professor 
Changbao Wu, and the 2025 Cochran-Hansen Prize Session featuring the prize-winning paper by 
Dr. Saurav Guha (India).  There are also many featured short courses under a range of topics in 
survey statistics at both satellite conferences and the World Statistics Congress as announced on 
the IASS   short courses webpage.   
The IASS traditionally supports conferences in survey statistics and this year in 2025 we sponsored 
4 conferences and 3 workshops. You can find the list in the Letter from the Scientific Secretary.  We 
have also sponsored special invited sessions at workshops and conferences in 2024 and will 
continue this tradition in the upcoming Fourth Workshop on Methodologies for Official Statistics at 
ISTAT, December 1st-2nd 2025 hosting a session titled:  Statistical Models for Official Statistics with 
the Master Class presented by the incoming ISI President: Fabrizio Ruggeri. The list of upcoming 
conferences and workshops are featured on our events page on the IASS website and in our monthly 
newsletters. 
Finally, I wish to thank the ISI Permanent Office, particularly to Conchita Kleijweg, for supporting 
IASS operations and administration and ensuring that everything runs smoothly. I particularly want 
to thank the ISI webmaster, Katie Junasova for her help with mass-mailings and setting up the IASS 
webinars and to Nicoline Krau for her help with the budget and finances.  
The overall theme of the ITACOSM2025-IASS Satellite Conference is: Shaping the future of 
survey statistics in the data-driven era. We are delighted to have collaborated with the   Survey 
Methodology journal under the editorship of Jean-Francois Beaumont in hosting a special issue on 
this theme that will be published in 2027. This conference is the first dedicated satellite conference 
to the WSC that is co-chaired by the IASS.  We encourage members to submit a manuscript to the 
special issue on any topic that promotes this theme. Examples of topics are: new forms of data 
collection, quality frameworks for non-survey data, statistical data integration, sampling hard-to-
survey groups, the use of machine learning and AI in survey statistics, small area estimation, 
nonprobability sampling and advances in privacy and   confidentiality. The deadline for submitting 
manuscripts to the special issue is December 31st, 2025. The link to submit papers to Survey 
Methodology is through the submission portal.  Please indicate that the submission is for the special 
issue in your cover letter.   
Now is the time to spread the word about IASS to your networks and to help increase our 
membership. Professional societies, such as the IASS, play a pivotal role in the shaping of the 
community it serves. The IASS has a role in: ensuring leadership and capacity building; collaborating 
on codes of practice and adherence to quality assurance; maintaining confidence in new statistical 
systems through good data governance, ethics and public engagement. Our strategy document sets 
out how we deliver services and activities to meet these challenges, but we require more members. 
To renew or join the IASS, please follow this link.  You can also download our IASS brochure  to 
pass around to your networks. Please help us spread our important message:  

Promoting good survey theory and practice around the world. 

On a final note, any ideas, suggestions, comments, improvements or criticisms regarding IASS 
activities and strategic priorities should now be sent to the incoming President of the IASS 2025-
2027 Partha Lahiri at plahiri@umd.edu. I wish him and the next 2025-2027 Executive Committee all 
the best as they continue supporting our community of survey statisticians.   

With best wishes, 
Natalie Shlomo,  
IASS President 2023-2025 
 

https://isi-iass.org/home/courses/
https://isi-iass.org/home/events/
https://eventi.unibo.it/itacosm-2025
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/12-001-x/call-appel-eng.htm
https://mc04.manuscriptcentral.com/surveymeth
https://isi-iass.org/home/wp-content/uploads/IASS-Strategy2024-2025.pdf
https://isi-portal.odoo.com/become-a-member
https://isi-iass.org/home/wp-content/uploads/IASS2022brochure_final_21012022.pdf
mailto:plahiri@umd.edu
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Report from the Scientific Secretary 

When you will read these lines, the ISI 65th World Statistics Congress in The Hague is fast 
approaching and its July satellite conferences are now completed. We have been working hard in 
the past six months to organize these important conferences for the IASS. First, the 9th Italian 
Conference on Survey Methodology and International Association of Survey Statisticians 
(ITACOSM2025 - IASS) Satellite Conference, July 1-4, 2025, in Bologna (Italy). During the 
ITACOSM2025 – IASS conference, an important meeting was our Annual General Assembly, 
scheduled for 2nd July 2025 at 6:30 – 7:30 pm (CEST) in hybrid format. You can view the slides of 
the AGM in this link. Next, the Small Area Estimation Conference (SAE 2025): An International 
Conference on Small Area Estimation, Surveys and Data Science, was held on July 7-11, 2025 in 
Torino, Italy. The conference was co-sponsored by the IASS and the International Association of 
Official Statistics (IAOS). Finally, the 65th WSC will feature many important sessions for the IASS. 
Other than a long list of IASS sponsored invited sessions (the link to the whole program can be found 
here https://www.isi-next.org/conferences/36/programme/), there are two Special Invited Paper 
Sessions (SIPS) sponsored by the IASS of particular interest: the SIPS IASS President’s Invited 
Speaker session and the SIPS Cochran-Hansen Prize session. The Cochran-Hansen Prize 
Selection Committee, chaired by the IASS VP Eric Rancourt, with committee members Katherine 
Jenny Thompson and Li-Chun Zhang, obtained many good candidates for the prize. They had the 
honor and the burden to decide the winner and selected Dr. Saurav Guha (India) with his paper on 
“Small area estimation under a spatially correlated multivariate area-level model”, that he co-
authored with the late Hukum Chandra.  

The IASS traditionally supports conferences in survey statistics and this year in 2025 we sponsored 
the following conferences: (1) 2025 IASS-RSS Nigeria Local Group International Conference, March 
5th-6th , Federal University of Agriculture, Ogun State, Nigeria; (2) Workshop on Survey Sampling in 
Honour of Professor Yves Tillé on the occasion of his retirement, June 25th-26th 2025,  Neuchâtel, 
Switzerland;  (3) 2025 Baltic-Nordic-Ukrainian Network (BNU)  Workshop, August 25th-29th, 2025,  
Vilnius, Lithuania; (4)  the European Network for Better Establishment Statistics,  9th, biennial 
European Establishment Statistics Workshop (EESW25), November 5th - 7th , 2025, Rome Italy.  
We also sponsored workshops: (1) Workshop on Using Geospatial Data (hybrid), January 20th, 
2025, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand; (2)   Workshop on Statistics Research in Data 
Science (hybrid), March 5th, 2025, Joint Program in Survey Methodology (JPSM), University of 
Maryland; (3) 2025 JPSM Distinguished Lecture (hybrid)   with Andrew Gelman, April 28th, 2025, 
University of Maryland. We have also sponsored special invited sessions at workshops and 
conferences in 2024 and will continue this tradition in the upcoming Fourth Workshop on 
Methodologies for Official Statistics at ISTAT, December 1st-2nd 2025 hosting a session titled:  
Statistical Models for Official Statistics with the Master Class presented by the incoming ISI 
President: Fabrizio Ruggeri. The list of upcoming conferences and workshops are featured on our 
events page on the IASS website and in our monthly newsletters. 

The organization of the monthly Webinar series has continued, and we are particularly thankful to 
Andrés Gutiérrez for his engagement in organizing the webinars. We have now reached Webinar 
number 53 on June 25th 2025 with the speaker Thomas Lumley, Professor of Biostatistics at the 
University of Auckland (New Zealand). We are happy to have made the webinar series a monthly 
event that has attracted an audience of over two hundred registered participants. Please, visit the 
IASS events page for upcoming webinars: http://isi-iass.org/home/events/. Also visit the webinar 
section of our website http://isi-iass.org/home/webinars/ for slides of past webinars, and that of ISI 

https://isi-iass.org/home/meetings/
https://www.isi-next.org/conferences/36/programme/
https://isi-iass.org/home/events/
http://isi-iass.org/home/events/
http://isi-iass.org/home/webinars/
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https://isi-web.org/courses-webinars-workshops?type=2&field_type_courses=All for recorded past 
webinars. Those webinars held in the first six months of 2025 have covered Official Statistics on 
Population Parameters from a Nonprobability Sample or by Integration with a Probability Sample by 
Danny Pfeffermann (University of Southampton), Comparing Data Quality and Sources of Error 
in Probability-based Online Panels and Online Opt-in Samples by Andrew Mercer (Pew Research 
Center), Multiple frame methods and designs for combining data sources by Sharon Lohr, Inferential 
Issues in Model-based Small Area Estimation by J.N.K. Rao (Carlton University), and Statistical Data 
Integration for Health Policy Evidence-Building by Carolina Franco (NORC at the University of 
Chicago). Please follow the updates on our website, social media pages and our newsletter on 
upcoming webinars. 

Turning to our social media activity, during these past months I have continued posting about 
webinars, conferences, books, articles, prizes, the newsletter release and its contents. The number 
of followers to the pages are increasing: since January, LinkedIn followers increased from 2118 to 
2241, X and Facebook followers have remained stable around 414 and 224, respectively. Please 
follow the updates on the life of the IASS via social media and reading our monthly newsletter 
available at this link.  Other than information on webinars and conferences, upcoming calls for 
conference support and prizes, the newsletter also features a reading of the month section in which 
we suggest monographs, special issues or edited books on topics of interest to the members of 
IASS. Please, feel free to contact us for news and information to be added in the newsletter by the 
15th of each month. 

Finally, I would like to thank Natalie Shlomo for being the IASS Webmaster for the last 4 years and 
for maintaining and updating the list of country representatives. She has been responsible for 
keeping our website up-to-date. Natalie is planning to leave the role very soon and she is now helping 
with the transition to new webmasters.  

As this is my final report as IASS Scientific Secretary, I would like to add that it has been a rewarding 
2 year period for me. The main highlight has been making connections with other statisticians across 
the world. I would especially like to thank Natalie Shlomo, President of the IASS, who has been a 
delight to work with. After two years, I can say that our IASS association is alive and well! 

Elections for the new Executive Committee are running now and, by the time you read this letter, the 
results will be out. I wish a good and fruitful work for the new 2025-2027 Executive Committee under 
Partha Lahiri as the incoming President. 

Annamaria Bianchi 
annamaria.bianchi@unibg.it 
IASS Scientific Secretary 2023-2025 

 

https://isi-web.org/courses-webinars-workshops?type=2&field_type_courses=All
https://isi-iass.org/home/
https://isi-iass.org/home/services/newsletters/
mailto:annamaria.bianchi@unibg.it

