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Report from the Scientific Secretary 

 
 
 

 

The IASS has been involved in the preparation of the 62th World Statistics Congress of 
the ISI, to be held in 18-23 August 2019 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Call for Proposals 
of Invited Paper Sessions (IPS) has already been closed and the Scientific Programme 
Committee of the WSC, with Cynthia Clark as the IASS representative, has come to a 
decision concerning the proposals. Next, the session organizers will be contacted and 
the sessions published in the near term. So, the results are not available when writing 
this report but it is foreseen that in addition to the IASS President's invited session and 
the IASS Journal and Cochran-Hansen Prize Invited Session, a good number of 
interesting invited paper sessions on important topics in survey statistics will appear in 
the scientific programme. The efforts of IASS people so far in contributing to the scientific 
content of ISI WSC 2019 are greatly appreciated. 

ISI WSC 2019 also offers additional options for survey statistics. Submissions for 
proposals for Special Topic Sessions (STS) are open right now and will be closed in 15 
August 2018. Submission of IASS related STS proposals are strongly encouraged. 
Official guidelines for STS proposal preparation are available at ISI WSC website, see 
http://www.isi2019.org/call-for-proposal/. If you need advice in proposal preparation 
please do not hesitate to contact me. The IASS has been active also in the organization 
of Short Courses for the previous WSC events. For WSC 2019, proposals (with topics, 
lecturers and organizers) can be sent to me or to the (forthcoming) ISI Short Course 
Committee for ISI WSC 2019. 

The Cochran-Hansen Prize of the IASS has been established in 1999 in celebration of 
the 25th anniversary of the society. The prize is awarded every two years and is given 
for the best paper on survey research methods submitted by a young statistician for a 
developing country or transition country. The prize winner will be invited to present his 
or her paper at the ISI WSC 2019. As announced by Dr Anders Holmberg, the Chair of 
the IASS 2019 Cochran-Hansen Prize Committee, the deadline for submission of papers 
for the 2019 prize is 15 February 2019. All papers must be sent to the chair of the prize 
committee, email anders.holmberg@ssb.no. The complete announcement with 
submission instructions is published in this TSS issue and at http://isi-
iass.org/home/cochran-hansen-prize. 

Financial support to the organization of scientific conferences and workshops on survey 
statistics is an important activity of the IASS. The IASS supported events have 
supplemented nicely the WSC and Satellite Meetings scheme. Financial support has 
been important for regional conferences and workshops, whose funding options are 
limited. In 2017 the IASS co-financed five scientific events (the conference honoring 
Professor J.N.K. Rao on the occasion of his 80th birthday, ITACOSM 2017, SAE 2017, 
BNU Workshop on Survey Statistics Theory and Methodology 2017, and EESW17, the 
fifth biennial European Establishment Statistics Workshop, see details in TSS January 
2018 issue). In 2018 we are giving partial support to the following scientific events. The 
SAE 2018 Conference - Small Area Estimation and Other Topics of Current Interest in 
Surveys, Official Statistics, and General Statistics: A Celebration of Professor Danny 
Pfeffermann's 75th Birthday was held in 16-18 June 2018 in Shanghai, China. The 
keynote speakers were James O. Berger, Malay Ghosh and J.N.K. Rao. The 2018 SAE 
Award winner was announced in the conference. I want to congratulate Professor Danny 
Pfeffermann for the Award. The conference was hosted by the East China Normal  

University (ECNU). More details can be found at the conference website 
https://www.sae2018.com. 
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Waksberg Award 
 
The journal Survey Methodology has established an annual invited paper series in honor 
of Joseph Waksberg to recognize his contributions to survey methodology. Each year a 
prominent survey statistician is chosen to write a paper that reviews the development 
and current state of an important topic in the field of survey methodology. The paper 
reflects the mixture of theory and practice that characterized Joe Waksberg's work. 
The recipient of the Waksberg Award receives an honorarium and gives the Waksberg 
Invited Address at the annual Statistics Canada Symposium. The paper is published in 
a future issue of Survey Methodology.  
 
The 2018 Waksberg Award is granted to Jean-Claude Deville 
http://sondages2018.sfds.asso.fr/invites.html. A plenary session will be organised to the 
honour of the Waksberg Award winner at the 10th Francophone Survey Sampling 
Colloquium on 24-26 October in Lyon. Workshop on survey sampling in honour of Jean 
Claude Deville was also organised in June 24-26 2009, University de Neuchatel 
http://www.unine.ch/colloque_deville/en/home.html 
 
Jean-Claude Deville has made important contributions to the field of survey methods. He 
has notably worked on calibration methods and generalized calibration; he has also 
proposed new sampling methods for both equal and unequal probabilities and balanced 
sampling, new methods for the treatment of non-response, for variance estimation and 
for resampling.  
 
Jean-Claude Deville has consistently combined statistical innovation with a deep 
pragmatism, anticipating the implications of new statistical methods applied to the 
domain of survey methods.  Most of his methods are currently used in several national 
bureaus of statistics and take a central part in their statistical methodology. 
 
We congratulate Jean-Claude Deville on the award and wish him many fruitful ideas! 
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Request for Proposals for Invited Program Sessions 
62nd ISI WSC in Malaysia, August 2019 

 
The planning has begun for the 62nd ISI World Statistics Conference which will be held in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from 18-23 August 2019. The official call for Invited Program 
Sessions is now on the ISI conference website:  http://www.isi2019.org/call-for-proposal/. 
You are invited to submit your proposal directly to the website. The deadline for Invited 
Program Session proposals is March 31, 2018. 
 
Cynthia Clark, a member of the IASS Executive Committee, is the IASS representative on 
the Scientific Program Committee. Proposals relevant to the International Association of 
Survey Statisticians should be designated as such on the submitted proposal. If your 
proposal is relevant to other ISI sections, you may so designate. Please also send your 
proposal to Cynthia Clark, czfclark@cox.net. The proposals designated as IASS will be sent 
to the section for prioritization by the IASS Executive Committee. You should also indicate 
if you are willing to have your proposal considered as a Special Topic Contributed Session. 
Those proposals will also be reviewed by the IASS Executive Committee. Any proposals 
that have initially been sent to Cynthia Clark should now be posted to the ISI website. A 
copy of the final proposal should also be sent to Cynthia and labeled as SUBMITTED. 
 
Please note that there are specific guidelines for participation in ISI sessions. These will 
have to be adhered to in the final program. They are provided for your information. 
 
Guidelines for session organisers, chairs, presenters, and discussants 

The following participation guidelines apply to organisers, chairs, presenters and 
discussants of Invited Paper Sessions (IPS), Special Topic Sessions (STS) and Contributed 
Paper/Poster Sessions (CPS) of the 61st WSC. In the description below, both STS and 
CPS are referred to as Contributed Papers. 

1. Each individual can present only one paper as an oral presenter during the 61st 
WSC. Exceptions will be granted only in unusual circumstances, and requests must 
be approved by the Chairs of the Scientific Programme Committee (SPC) and Local 
Programme Committee (LPC). All requests should be sent to contact@isi2017.org. 

2. A co-author of a paper being presented by someone else is not counted as a 
presenter. Hence it is possible for an individual to be a co-author of multiple papers 
being presented at the 61st WSC. 

3. A participation as discussant is not counted as a participation as presenter. 

4. An individual can serve as a chair or a discussant in more than one session provided 
that there is no schedule conflict. 

5. Within the same session, any individual, including the session Organiser, can take 
up the role of either presenter or chair or discussant, but should not assume any two 
such roles. 

6. Each individual can organise at most one STS. Exceptions must be approved by the 
Chair of the Local Programme Committee (LPC). All requests should be sent to 
contact@isi2017.org. 

7. All Organisers, Chairs, Presenters and Discussants of any session must be 
registered participants of the WSC. Exceptions may be granted to organisers who 
are unable to attend, but not to individuals in any of the other roles. 
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to their age, their level of education and their work situation, identifying the link with the 
aggressor (partner; ex-partner; children; father; mother; others; unknown) and the  
Characteristics of the fact of abuse. There is also information about the aggressors: their 
age, gender, their level of education and their work situation. 
 
The Unique Registry will be a tool for the organisms that are responsible for the elaboration 
of social policies to generate the mechanisms to eradicate gender violence. 
 
General information on this survey can be found at www.indec.gob.ar. 
For further information, please contact ces@indec.gob.ar. 
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GERMANY 
 
 

Reporting: Ralf Münnich 
 

A Simulation Centre for Germany 
 
The German Research Foundation (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft) has granted the 
Research Unit Multi-Sectoral Regional Microsimulation Model (MikroSim). The goal of this 
project is to develop a microsimulation model for the German population on person- and 
household-level based on existing data including surveys and administrative data. The 
Research Unit is a collaboration of Ralf Münnich (spokesman, Trier University), Rainer 
Schnell (co-spokesman, University of Duisburg-Essen), Johannes Kopp (Trier University), 
Petra Stein (University of Duisburg-Essen) and Markus Zwick (German Federal Statistical 
Office). 
 
The project is based on detailed regional data down to the lowest available aggregation 
level in Germany.  The primary purpose of the simulation is the study of socio-economic 
effects of elderly care and migration. Since the required micro-data does not exist, a 
synthetic population database will be constructed from conditional distributions estimated 
from surveys. In addition, known totals from administrative or census data will be used for 
calibration. Some of the required totals may not be available on the respective regional level 
with sufficient accuracy but can be obtained using small area estimation. The estimates will 
be mapped down to geographical structures extracted from OpenStreetMap. For updating 
the synthetic population, a series of different program modules will be developed. The 
modules will allow the study the socio-economic effects of different policies over time. 
 
The modules developed first will model need for the care of the elderly and the integration 
of migrants into the labour market. The future demand for care of the elderly depends on 
the socio-demographic development and household composition of the population. By 
modifying the projection modules, the model will be able to identify critical paths for social 
change. 
 
These studies are intended to avoid undesirable social developments. Policymakers have 
recognized the importance and the power of microsimulation tools and have modified the 
German statistics law accordingly. The German Federal Statistical Office is now obliged to 
conduct microsimulations. The computing capacity to manage such intensive tasks has just 
recently become available. One of the aims of the project is to open the simulation model 
and the underlying database as a research infrastructure to other researchers. 
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Utrecht University Summer School Course: Survey Research;   
Statistical Analysis and Estimation 
Organized by: Utrecht University Summer School 
Where: Utrecht, The Netherlands 
When: August 27 - 31, 2018 
Homepage: http://www.utrechtsummerschool.nl/courses/social-sciences/survey-research-
statistical-analysis-and-estimation 
 
 

 
COMPSTAT 2018 
Organized by: The 23rd International Conference on Computational Statistics 
Where: Unirea Hotel, Iasi, Romania  
When: August 28-31, 2018. 
Homepage: http://www.compstat2018.org/   
 
 

 
Royal Statistical Society 2018 International Conference 
Organized by: The Royal Statistical Society 
Where: Cardiff, Wales 
When: September 3-6, 2018  
Homepage: 
http://www.rss.org.uk/RSS/Events/RSS_Conference/2018_International_Conference
/RSS/Events/Conference/RSS_2018_International_Conference.aspx?hkey=a556f95
5-22c6-4502-8956-5994c7f7c047   
 

  






















































