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We are entering a new year 
which promises to be a very 
active one for our Association. 
Not only do we have the 
biennial ISI sessions in Lisbon 
in August, where we are of 
course organizing our usual 
quota of sessions, but we are 
also planning six short courses 
and two satellite meetings 
around the ISI sessions, as well 
as a major conference, ICES III, 
that we are co-sponsoring in 
June 2007 in Montreal. Details 
of all these events are available 
either in this issue or through 
the website (http://isi.cbs.nl/iass). 
 
The list of IASS sessions for the 
Lisbon meetings has been 
published previously in the 
Survey Statistician and 
elsewhere. The details of those 
sessions will be finalized over 
the next few months. In the 
meantime we have launched 
our Program Committee for the 
2009 meetings in Durban, under 
the leadership of Leyla 
Mohadjer. A message from that 
Committee seeking ideas and 
input can be found elsewhere in 
this issue. Now is the time to put 
forward your suggestions since 
the topics have to be proposed 
by June and will be determined 
during the 2007 meetings in 
Lisbon.  
 
Our Nominations Committee 
has also been busy and the 
elections for our next Executive 
and Council will be taking place 
over the next few months. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Steven Heeringa and his 
team of editors who make sure that 
this publication not only appears 
regularly and on time but also 
contains information of interest to 
our membership. We also owe 
thanks to our colleagues in INSEE 
and the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics for looking after the 
printing and circulation of this 
publication. 
 
I had the occasion recently to visit 
our secretariat in Libourne, France, 
and meet the staff who work so 
diligently there on our behalf. We 
are alone among ISI sections in 
having this separate secretariat 
which is kindly provided by INSEE, 
the French national statistical 
office. As many of you know, ISI is 
currently considering changes in its 
notions of membership, and in its 
relationships with Sections. In this 
process of change IASS is 
concerned to ensure that the value 
of this secretariat to our members 
is not diminished, particularly for 
the majority of IASS members who 
are not members of ISI. We 
continue to review and comment on 
ISI proposals in this regard and will 
advise you if and when firm 
proposals emerge.  
 
May I wish you all a prosperous 
New Year and a successful one for 
our Association. 
 
Gordon Brackstone 
President, IASS 
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Report from the IASS Scientific Secretary  
 
The International Association of Survey 
Statisticians will offer a number of short 
courses before and after the 56th Session of 
the International Statistical Institute (ISI), 
which will be held in Lisbon, Portugal, August 
22-29, 2007. 
 
The courses are led by high-level experts who 
teach practice and theory in survey 
methodology. Participants can to some extent 
tailor their course packages to their individual 
interests. The courses will be held in English. 
 
Funding assistance to support statisticians 
from developing and transition countries is 
being sought. The courses will be held in the 
Lisboa Congress Centre, which is the venue 
also for the ISI meeting. The following courses 
will be offered. 
 
Course A: Workshop on Survey Sampling 
Presented by: Colm O’Muircheartaigh and 
Steven Heeringa. 
Duration: 2,5 days 
Dates: August 18 (full day), August 19 (full 
day), August 20 (morning) 
 
The workshop will focus on practical aspects 
of sampling for household surveys. It will start 
from basic principles and build up to complex 
stratified multi-stage sample designs. It will 
cover the main sampling techniques and also 
such issues as sampling frames, weighting, 
and imputation. It will end with an introduction 
to variance estimation with complex sample 
designs. 
 
Course B: Variance Estimation in Complex 
Surveys 
Presented by: Wayne Fuller, Kirk Wolter,  
F. Jay Breidt, and Anthony An 
Duration: 2,5 days 
Dates: August 20 (afternoon), August 21 (full 
day), August 22 (morning) 
 
The purpose of this course is to provide 
training in variance estimation in complex 
surveys for survey statisticians, especially 
those from developing countries. The course 
will cover methods of estimating variances for 
statistics such as means, proportions, ratios, 
and regression coefficients.  Variance 
estimation for imputed samples will be 

discussed.  Both linearization and replication 
methods will be presented. The use of 
computer software for computing variances of 
statistics from complex sample designs will be 
demonstrated and instruction will be given in 
practical applications. About one-half of the 
course will be devoted to computer 
implementation. 
 
Course C:  Workshop on Editing and 
Imputation of Survey Data  
Presented by: John G. Kovar and Eric 
Rancourt 
Duration: 1,5 days 
Dates: August 21 (full day), August 22 
(morning) 
  
Surveys and censuses conducted by national 
statistical agencies, research institutes and 
other survey organizations suffer from various 
degrees of nonresponse even under ideal 
conditions. In order to try to alleviate the 
problems caused by nonresponse, editing and 
imputation methods are usually applied. Since 
the process of editing and imputation is time 
and resource intensive, care must be 
exercised in controlling the efficiency as well 
as the effectiveness of the methods. The aim 
of this short course is to provide the students 
with an introductory level description and 
discussion of the methods of prevention, 
detection and treatment of nonresponse. 
Evaluation of such methods and their impact 
on the survey outputs will be highlighted. 
Existing edit and imputation software will be 
compared. Numerous examples will be 
provided to illustrate the material presented. 
 
Course D: Introduction to Survey Quality  
Presented by: Paul Biemer and Lars Lyberg  
Duration: 2 days 
Dates: August 20 (afternoon), August 21 (full 
day), August 22 (morning) 
 
The course is designed for a broad audience 
that includes experienced survey researchers 
and practitioners who would benefit from a 
better understanding of the survey quality as 
well as others with little prior experience in 
survey methods. It provides an introduction to 
the concepts, principles and terminology used 
in the study of survey quality. Accuracy is but 
one dimension, albeit a critical one, of a multi-
dimensional framework that embodies survey 
quality.  The course examines the goals of 
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survey design with particular emphasis on 
minimizing total mean squared error of key 
survey estimates subject to costs constraints 
as well as constraints on some quality 
dimensions. The sources of survey error are 
discussed within this schema, focusing on 
four major sources: coverage error, 
nonresponse, data processing error and 
measurement error. Methods that are most 
often used in practice for evaluating the 
effects of the survey error will also be 
covered. 
 
Course E: Statistical Disclosure Control 
Presented by: Anco Hundepool, Eric Schulte 
Nordholt and Peter-Paul de Wolf 
Duration: 2 days 
Dates: August 30 (full day), August 31 (full 
day) 
 
The purpose of this course is to provide the 
participants with an understanding of the 
methodological aspects of Statistical 
Disclosure Control, to train them in solving 
problems on this topic and to demonstrate the 
ARGUS software. The meaning and impact of 
Statistical Disclosure Control can only be 
appreciated in the light of practical problems 
and policy related issues. Therefore, some 

attention is also paid to such topics without 
putting heavy emphasis on them. Topics 
covered include theory and methods on 
microdata, exercises on microdata, 
demonstration of Mu-ARGUS, theory and 
methods on tabular data, exercises on tabular 
data, demonstration of Tau-ARGUS, legal 
issues, on-site facilities and remote access.  
 
Course F: Design and Analysis of 
Repeated Surveys 
Presented by: David Steel and Craig McLaren  
Duration: 2 days 
Dates: August 30 (full day), August 31 (full 
day) 
 
This course will consider the interaction 
between the design of a repeated survey and 
the methods used for estimation and analysis. 
The choice of rotation pattern will be 
considered in terms of the impact on the 
estimation of levels and changes. Composite 
and other forms of estimators will be reviewed 
and the interaction between design and 
estimation explored. Estimation of seasonally 
adjusted and trend estimates from repeated 
surveys will also be considered.  
 

 
Registration and course fees 
 
The deadline for registration is April 30, 2007. 
For late registration an additional fee of 50 Euros/63 US Dollars will be added 
 
Course fees in euros :  
 1 course 2 courses 3 courses 
IASS members from Developed Countries or sponsored by a 
Developed Country 

240 € 360€ 420 € 

Non-IASS members from Developed Countries or sponsored by 
a Developed Country 

260 € 380€ 440 € 

IASS members from Developing or Transition Countries 120 € 180€ 210 € 
Non-IASS members from Developing or Transition Countries 130 € 190€ 220 € 

 
Course fees in US Dollars: 
 1 course 2 courses 3 courses 
IASS members from Developed Countries or sponsored by a 
Developed Country 

300$ 450$ 525$ 

Non-IASS members from Developed Countries or sponsored by 
a Developed Country 

325$ 475$ 550$ 

IASS members from Developing or Transition Countries 150$ 225$ 263$ 
Non-IASS members from Developing or Transition Countries 163$ 238$ 275$ 
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A group discount is available when several 
people from the same Institute participate: 
10% discount for 5 people and 20% for 10 
people. 
 
Registration forms can be downloaded from 
the ISI 2007 website (under scientific 
program) http://www.isi2007.com.pt/isi2007 or 
IASS website (http://isi.cbs.nl/iass) 
 
For further information, please contact:  
Lilli Japec 
IASS Scientific Secretary 
isi2007_IASS_shortcourse@scb.se 
 
Future meetings of interest to IASS members 
include: 
 
• The International Conference on 

Establishment Surveys (ICES III), 
Montreal, Canada, June 18-21, 2007.  
Website: 
http://www.amstat.org/meetings/ices/2007 

 
• The Second Baltic-Nordic Conference on 

Survey Sampling, Kuusamo, Finland, 
June 2-7, 2007. Website:  

• http://www.mathstat.helsinki.fi/msm/banoc
oss/ 

 

• Small Area Estimation SAE2007, satellite 
meeting to the Lisbon ISI Conference— 
Pisa, Italy, September 3-5, 2007.  Contact: 
Monica Pratesi (m.pratesi@ec.unipi). 
 

 
An ISI-sponsored Satellite meeting: 
 

Censuses in the 21st Century: 
The State of the Art 

August 31st to September 2nd 2007 
 
Venue 
University of Southampton, Southampton, UK 
 
Organising Committee 
Professor Danny Pfeffermann (Chair, ISI 

Member) 
Dr. James Brown 
Professor Ray Chambers (ISI Member) 
Professor Dave Martin  
Dr. Pedro Silva (ISI Member) 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you 
have suggestions or questions regarding any 
of the IASS activities. 
 
 Lilli Japec 
 IASS Scientific Secretary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To All Members 
 

 The IASS needs your contribution. 
 Please do not forget to renew your membership. 
 As of January 2002, French Francs are no longer accepted. As a consequence, the 

payment of dues and subscriptions must be made in either Euros or U.S. dollars. 
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Australia 
Paul Sutcliffe 

 
The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) has 
developed a new approach for collecting 
natural resource management statistics. 
The approach involves combining data held 
by local and state government agencies with 
information from the cadastre (a register of 
property boundaries) to create a frame of 
discrete land parcels, thereby ensuring 
complete coverage of the area of interest. 
 
The Land Parcel Frame holds an array of 
information including: 
 

• the owner's name and contact 
address; 

• the location of the land parcels; 
• land parcel size; and 
• lot plan numbers. 

 
Because of the nature of the information being 
collected, data is reported for the land itself 
rather than for the business or individual 
operating on that land. The advantages of the 
Land Parcel Frame include: 
 
• the possibility to use land parcels or 

conglomerations of land parcels as the 
selection units. This enables the 
inclusion of land that is not linked to a 
business, including Crown Land and 
National Parks; 

• the ability to produce estimates for 
regions other than the standard ABS 
geography, for example, estimates for a 
specific river catchment; 

• the availability of mapping and visual 
tools which can be utilised to assist in 
survey design, data editing and 
imputation. 

 

The approach has been trialled in two regional 
areas and the statistical results of the trials 
have been published. Work is on-going but it 
appears that the Land Parcel Frame is a 
useful tool in the collection of environment 
and natural resource management data - and 
may have applications in other areas of 
statistics. The ABS is currently exploring the 
potential for the methodology to be used in 
undertaking the national Natural Resource 
Management Survey in 2008-09. 
 
For more information, please contact David 
Whitelaw (02) 6252 6526 or John Purcell (02) 
6252 5651  
Email: d.whitelaw@abs.gov.au  or  
john.purcell@abs.gov.au  
 
 

Canada 
John Kovar 

 
The National Survey of Giving, Volunteering 
and Participating was first conducted as a 
supplement to the Canadian Labour Force 
Survey in 1997 and again in 2000.  In 
December 2001, the Canadian government 
announced permanent funding for a renamed 
and redesigned Canada Survey of Giving, 
Volunteering and Participating (CSGVP).  
The survey encompasses all dimensions of 
individual contributory behaviour and is the 
most comprehensive survey of charitable 
giving, volunteering and participating in 
Canada. Within the framework of the 
Voluntary Sector Initiative, it is directed by a 
partnership of federal government depart-
ments and voluntary sector organizations. The 
CSGVP is conducted as a stand-alone survey 
with a sample design using Random Digit 
Dialing.  The CSGVP has a national 
geographic coverage and a sample large 
enough to produce reliable cross-sectional 
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estimates for all ten provinces and three 
northern territories, as well as for major 
metropolitan areas and key sub-populations 
such as immigrants. 
 
The survey has been instituted on a 
permanent basis on a three-year cycle 
providing for collection in 2004, 2007 and 
every third year thereafter. In the same 
collection years, a portion of respondents from 
the previous round are re-interviewed to 
estimate flows into and out of volunteering, 
giving and participating, and the motivations 
behind these flows. Estimates from these 
follow-up surveys are only required at the 
national level.  The CSGVP and the first 
follow-up (to the 2000 survey) took place for 
the first time in 2004.  The CSGVP had 
approximately 22,000 respondents and the 
follow-up, 6,000.  The major survey estimates, 
with the national volunteer rate of 45% as the 
main highlight, were officially released in June 
2006. For more information, please contact 
Yves Bélanger at Yves.Belanger@statcan.ca 
 
Since 1956 Canada has been conducting a 
national census every five years even 
though a quinquennial census did not become 
a statutory requirement under the Statistics 
Act until 1971. Canada’s most recent census 
of population was conducted on May 16, 
2006. All residents in private dwellings were 
offered the option of responding either by 
means of a printed questionnaire or via the 
Internet. An Internet access code was printed 
on the front cover of each questionnaire 
mailed to the household or delivered by an 
enumerator. The respondent accessed his/her 
Internet questionnaire - long or short as pre-
assigned to the dwelling - by going to the 
Census Internet site and entering his/her 
access code. The Internet response mode 
provided a highly secure, reliable and easy-to-
use application that was well received by the 
Canadian population. Prior to the start of the 
non-response follow-up about 22% of 
responses were received via the Internet. By 
the completion of data collection operations 
2.2 million of 12.1 million responses used the 
Internet response mode. Initial indicators of 
data quality from the Internet responses are 
very positive. The edit failure rates are much 
lower for questionnaires received from the 
Internet than for paper questionnaires. More 
in depth-studies of data quality related to 

mode effects will be conducted. In addition, 
feedback concerning the census Internet data 
collection will also be analyzed via evaluation 
surveys of both paper and Internet 
respondents.  For more information please 
contact Jean-Pierre Morin at 
Morinjp@statcan.ca 
 
 

Hungary 
László Mihályffy 

 
The Hungarian Central Statistical Office 
declared in its Strategy 2005-2008 the 
following: “We are set to consolidate, within a 
reasonable timeframe, the quality assurance 
system of statistical production, with a 
conscious emphasis on those in the 
production processes”. The first steps to 
achieve these aims were to accept the 
Quality framework of the Hungarian 
Central Statistical Office. This framework 
contains the development of an internal 
quality control system of statistical products, 
the development of an internal quality control 
system of statistical process, setting up a 
quality management model and the 
training/dissemination of quality culture. 
Within the framework of the project for 
developing the process quality control system 
the following modules will be elaborated: 
 
• the process documentation system,  
• the process quality measurement 

system including the recommended 
methods for the different process steps 
and  

• the quality guidelines.  
 

The first result of this project is a handbook 
entitled Quality Guidelines. Its aim is to give 
some brief guidelines on the principles, 
recommendations and methods that should 
be kept in mind to achieve the best quality 
during the production process. The structure 
of the handbook follows the statistical 
production process, therefore it consists of the 
following chapters:  
 
• Decision on a survey, collection design  
• Accessing administrative data  
• Register  
• Sampling design  
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• Questionnaire design  
• Data collection  
• Data capture, micro validation, editing  
• Imputation  
• Weighting, estimation, sampling error 

computation 
• Macro validation  
• Index number construction  
• Seasonal adjustment  
• Further analysis 

– Confidentiality and disclosure  
– Dissemination  
– Data archiving.  
 

The structure of the chapters is the same. The 
definition of the process steps includes the 
objectives, the input and the output of the 
process step. The principles section contains 
the most important subcomponents regarding 
the quality. The Quality Guidelines give 
practical recommendations for the typically 
encountered problems. All of the chapters end 
with references. This first version of the 
handbook ensures a good background to 
improve the quality of the statistical production 
process, but of course the continuous review 
is indispensable. For further information 
please contact Ms Kornélia Mag, Hungarian 
Central Statistical Office, at 
korneliia.mag@ksh.hu  
 
 

Latvia 
Janis Lapins 

 
The transition to the market economy, which 
has been taking place in the three Baltic 
countries since the first half of the 1990's, has 
also required fundamental alterations in the 
official statistics. The principles of probability 
sampling have been widely implemented by 
the National Statistical Offices of the three 
Baltic countries since the middle of the 
1990's. Sample surveys play a crucial role in 
the modern statistical system. To develop 
such a system, it is necessary to reform also 
the teaching and research in statistics in 
universities, int. al., to train a large number of 
survey statisticians. 
 
The progress in survey sampling that has 
been reached during the last decade in Latvia 
is significantly determined by the co-operation 

between the universities of the three Baltic 
countries and universities of Nordic countries 
that started in the first half of the 1990's. 
During the last two years the co-operation 
programme had the financial support from the 
Nordplus Neighbour Programme of the Nordic 
Council of Ministers. The participating 
institutions were: Department of Statistics, 
Stockholm University, and Survey Section of 
Swedish Statistical Association, and 
Department of Mathematical Statistics, Umeå 
University (Sweden); Department of 
Mathematics and Statistics, University of 
Helsinki (Finland); Vilnius University, and 
Institute of Mathematics and Informatics 
(Lithuania); Department of Mathematical 
Economics and Mathematics, University of 
Latvia (Latvia); Institute of Mathematical 
Statistics, University of Tartu (Estonia). 
 
The two main types of activities were visits by 
university teachers, researchers and research 
students to other institutions in the network 
(during the two-year period 24 visits between 
the Baltic and the Nordic countries were 
organized), and workshops and conferences 
on survey statistics with participants from 
Baltic and Nordic countries. Two meetings 
took place in 2006 - the Session on Survey 
Sampling at the 9th International Vilnius 
Conference on Probability Theory and 
Mathematical Statistics (Vilnius June 25-30, 
2006), and the tenth in the series of our 
annual meetings - the Workshop on Survey 
Sampling Theory and Methodology in 
Ventspils, Latvia, August 24-28, 2006.  
 
In Ventspils the Workshop was attended by 
34 participants from Estonia (4), Finland (4), 
Latvia (9), Lithuania (10), Sweden (4), and 
Ukraine (3). The Workshop programme 
consisted of 9 lectures, 16 presentations with 
discussions, individual work of participants 
with R program and sampling package in PC 
class, and round table discussions. 
 
The lectures were devoted to the following 
topics:  
 
• “The role of models in model-assisted 

and model-dependent estimation for 
domains and small areas” – 2 lectures 
by Prof. Risto Lehtonen,  
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• “Some model-based estimator” – by 
Dr. Danutė Krapavickaitė and Vilma 
Nekrasaite,  

• “Optimal inclusion probabilities and 
estimators when sampling with varying 
probabilities” – by Prof. Daniel Thorburn,  

• “Variance of quintile estimators in 
household surveys” – by Dr. Imbi Traat,  

• “Sampling Design of Multi-National 
Surveys with Applications to the 
European Social Survey” – by 
Prof. Seppo Laaksonen,  

• “Nonlinear calibration” – by 
Dr. Aleksandras Plikusas,  

• “Is there a best πps sampling design?” – 
by Prof. Lennart Bondesson, and  

• “Variance estimation with imputed data” 
– by Dr. Pauli Ollila. 

 
The Second Baltic-Nordic Conference on 
Survey Sampling will be organized in 
Kuusamo, Finland, next year June 2-7 (See: 
http://www.mathstat.helsinki.fi/msm/banocoss/).  
 
 

Lithuania 
Danuté Krapavickaité 

 
The ninth International Vilnius Conference on 
Probability Theory and Mathematical Statistics 
was held June 25-30, 2006 in Vilnius, 
Lithuania. The nine Vilnius Conferences on 
Probability Theory and Mathematical Statistics 
have been held about every fourth year since 
1973, designed as a continuation of the 
sequence of six Berkeley Symposia on 
Mathematical Statistics and Probability 1945-
1970.  The last conference was dedicated to 
the memory of academic V. Statulevičius, who 
has been the main organizer of all eight 
previous Vilnius conferences. Thanks to the 
nine years of co-operation of Baltic and Nordic 
countries in the field of survey sampling 
theory and methodology, a survey sampling 
session was included in the section on 
Statistical Inference. The session on Survey 
Sampling was organized by the honorary of 
Vilnius University, professor of Umeå 
University Gunnar Kulldorff. The program of 
the conference included three invited lectures: 
 
• Jon N. K. Rao. Some new methods for 

the analysis of complex survey data. 

• Mary Thompson. Modeling transitions 
with survey data. 

• Alastair Scott. The design and analysis 
of two-phase analytic surveys. 

 
The main lectures were followed by 13 
contributed talks of statisticians from Baltic 
and Nordic countries, Poland and Italy. This 
meeting has been very important for the 
participants because of the opportunity to 
exchange scientific achievements, to present 
new ideas, to summarize what has been done 
in the field of statistics under interest, to get 
stimulation for further work, and to establish 
new contacts and refresh acquaintances with 
statisticians in the same field.  
 
 

Malaysia 
Aziz Mohammad 

 
The Department of Statistics, Malaysia 
(DOSM) held its third National Statistics 
Conference on the 4th and 5th September 
2006. The conference attracted 450 
participants comprising of statisticians from 
DOSM and representatives from key policy-
making ministries and departments, the 
private sector, the academia and research 
agencies, including three invited paper 
presenters from Australia and Japan. The 
theme of this year’s conference was Statistics 
for National Development and the 22 papers  
presented in the two parallel sessions covered 
a wide range of topics pertaining to 
econometrics, poverty measurement, data 
mining, stochastic convergence analysis, 
input-output tables, Garch models, time 
series, GIS, demographic analysis and 
sampling frame designs. Further details on 
the conference can be viewed at DOSM 
website: www.statistics.gov.my 
 
DOSM has embarked on a new project called 
the National Integrity Development Study 
(NIDS) in collaboration with the Malaysian 
Integrity Institute to provide the data as input 
for the establishment of a National Integrity 
Index. The nation-wide sample of about 
17,900 respondents comprised of 3 target 
groups, namely the households, public office 
holders and the economic establishments. 
Data collection was carried out from early May 
to the end of June 2006.  
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Respondents were asked concerning: 
 
• Perception on corruption; 
• Perception on the quality of public 

service; 
• Perception towards the practice of 

business ethics and social 
responsibilities; and 

• Perception against family, community 
and quality of life. 

 
More details about this study can be obtained 
from Dr. Abdul Rahman Hasan at 
abrahmanh@stats.gov.my 
  
A new Pilot Study of the Informal Sector 
Survey 2006 was launched. With the 
government’s intention of strengthening the 
system and methodology employed in 
obtaining GDP estimates, efforts have been 
taken to ensure that the contribution of the 
non-observed activities are measured and 
taken into account. The non-observed 
activities comprise of the informal, the 
underground, and the illegal activities as well 
as activities undertaken for household 
consumption. The present study focuses on 
informal activities. This study by DOSM is 
intended to obtain the employment profile in 
the informal sector for the purpose of 
measuring their contribution to GDP based on 
the Labour Input Method. Personal interviews 
will be conducted from August to October 
2006 on a nation-wide sample of over 25,000 
households and results are expected to be 
available by March 2007. Further information 
and details about this study can be obtained 
from Dr. Abdul Rahman Hasan at 
abrahmanh@stats.gov.my 
 
 

USA 
Howard Hogan 

 
A workshop on survey costs was held in 
Washington, DC on April 18-19, 2006, and a 
white paper has been written by Lawrence 
Cox, John Eltinge, Alan F. Karr, P. Douglas 
Williams articulating a research agenda 
derived from breakout and plenary 
discussions at the workshop. 
 

The workshop was organized by the National 
Institute of Statistical Sciences (NISS), at the 
request of the Office of Research and 
Methodology at the National Center for Health 
Statistics (NCHS), and held in facilities 
provided by the National Center for Education 
Statistics (NCES). Alan Karr, Director of NISS, 
chaired the organizing committee. The 
seventy-five participants came from U.S. and 
Canadian official statistics agencies, survey 
data collection organizations and universities. 
The purposes of the workshop were to  
 

(1) Articulate clearly the survey cost 
problems faced by federal statistical 
agencies in the U.S.;  

(2) Construct a research agenda for survey 
cost methodology and modeling that 
addresses these problems; and  

(3) Identify the key next steps in pursuing 
the research agenda. 

 
The workshop program contained tutorials on 
survey costs (John Eltinge, BLS) and decision 
theory (David Banks, Duke); presentations on 
responsive design (Robert Groves, Michigan), 
leveraging multiple data collections (Judith 
Lessler, Chatham Research Consultancy) and 
principled trade-offs between costs and 
quality (Alan Karr); a "three-minute madness" 
session at which all participants could speak; 
breakout discussions on paradata, real-time 
monitoring of surveys, survey models, budget 
reductions and borrowing strength; and 
reports from the breakout discussion groups. 
 
The principal findings of the workshop were 
as follows. First, existing theory, methodology 
and software tools are not adequate to 
address current, let alone emerging, problems 
associated with survey costs. Second, the 
need for research to address the gaps is 
pressing and increasing. Third, the three most 
promising, and clearly inter-related, research 
thrusts, in terms of significant and immediate 
impact, are: 
 

(1) Agent-based or other simulation models 
of surveys. These would be used for 
such purposes as prospective 
evaluation of policies and interventions, 
identification of paradata needs, and 
sensitivity analyses. Quantifiable 
indicators of cost and quality are an 
essential component of this thrust. 
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(2) Statistical modeling as a means of 
reducing costs. Examples include 
improved modeling of non-response 
bias in order to compensate for lower 
response rates resulting from cost 
considerations; using statistical 
modeling to produce valid statistical 
estimates at high geographical 
resolution without correspondingly large 
sample sizes; and employing statistical 
modeling to "borrow strength" across 
surveys in order to reduce costs. 

(3) Integrating data across surveys, which 
reduces costs by reducing duplication. 
Challenges include the need for 
powerful statistical modeling to 
characterize relationships directly 
present only implicitly in the data; 
practical impediments; temporal 
aspects; and data quality differences 
among surveys. 

 
Other research topics raised include paradata 
and dealing with multiple stakeholders. In 
particular, survey costs are borne by agencies 
while quality principally benefits users of the 
data. 
 
Fourth, there are concerns to be borne in 
mind during the research. These include 
availability of cost (para)data of sufficient 
quality; capturing a full spectrum of fixed and 
variable costs; access to qualitative expertise 
about survey administration that resides in 
program managers, field managers and 
interviewers; engagement of data collecting 
organizations; and high-level drivers of the 
problems, including federal statutes, 
Congressional mandates to collect data and 
data confidentiality; and scientific 
generalizability. 
 
Fifth, potential funders of the research in the 
U.S. include not only the federal statistical 
agencies but also the National Science 
Foundation and National Institutes of Health. 
 
Finally, next steps include formation of 
working groups focused on particular research 
needs and thrusts and exploratory research. 
Indeed, six groups have been formed, 
addressing paradata, real-time monitoring, 
survey modeling, budget reductions, 
borrowing strength—-reducing respondent 
burden, borrowing strength--small area 

estimation, and borrowing strength—-
integrating surveys. 
 
The full white paper, a PDF document 
containing all presentations and the individual 
presentations are available on the NISS web 
site, at  
http://www.niss.org/affiliates/surveycost20060
4/surveycost-workshop200604.html 
 
Working group activities will be posted on the 
same site. For more information, contact Alan 
F. Karr at karr@niss.org 
 
 

Vietnam 
Nguyen Quoc Anh 

 
The 2005 Vietnam Population and AIDS 
Indicator Survey (VPAIS 2005) is a nation-
wide survey calling for a nationally 
representative sample of approximately 7200 
completed women and 6500 completed men 
interviews between the ages of 15 and 49. It 
is designed to provide information on their 
sexual behaviors, their use of contraception, 
their knowledge and their attitude towards 
HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted 
infections (STI). The survey estimates will be 
reported for the country as a whole, for urban 
and rural areas, for 7 study domains among 
which are 4 individual provinces Ha Noi, Ho 
Chi Minh City, Hai Phong and Quang Ninh, 
and 3 groups made up of the remaining 60 
provinces: North Region, Central Region and 
South Region.  
 
The sampling frame used for VPAIS 2005 is 
the Population Change Survey sample 2005 
(PCS 2005) which was constructed in 2004 
from the 1999 Population and Housing 
Census (PHC), provided by the General 
Statistical Office (GSO). The sample for 
VPAIS 2005 will be a stratified sample 
selected in two stages from the PCS 2005. 
Stratification is achieved by separating every 
reporting domain into urban and rural areas. 
Therefore the 7 domains are stratified into 14 
sampling strata. Samples will be selected 
independently in every stratum, by a two-
stage selection. Implicit stratifications will be 
achieved at each of the lower 
geographical/administrative levels by sorting 
the sampling frame according to the 
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geographical/administrative order and by 
using a probability proportional to size 
selection at first stage’s sampling.  

 
Sampling probabilities will be calculated 
separately for each sampling stage and for 
each cluster. Because of the non-proportional 
allocation of the sample to the seven different 
reporting domains, sampling weights will be 
required for any analysis using VPAIS 2005 

data to ensure the actual representativity of 
the sample at the national level. A 
spreadsheet containing all sampling 
parameters and selection probabilities will be 
constructed to facilitate the calculation of 
weights. For more information please contact 
Dr. Nguyen Quoc Anh, Director of Information 
Center, Vietnam Commission for Population, 
Family and Children, at cpfc@hn.vnn.vn .  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

Members are encouraged to inform the IASS Secretariat of 
changes of address as soon as possible. Mailings of the 
proceedings of the IASS papers presented at the ISI sessions, and 
“The Survey Statistician” will be delayed and may be lost if the 
Secretariat does not have your correct address. 
 
You may notify Ms. Claude Olivier of your change of address by 
completing and mailing the Change of Address form given at the 
end of this newsletter. Alternatively, you can provide the same 
information to Ms. Olivier by email to claude.olivier@insee.fr. 
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Software reviews over the last several years 
have presented summaries of the features of 
a number of systems or components of 
systems that deal directly with survey 
estimation issues, particularly sampling error 
and weighting procedures. They have 
addressed such systems as EpiInfo, Wesvar, 
SUDAAN, SAS sampling error PROCedures, 
Stata, IVEware, and software for generalized 
regression weighting. Some of this software is 
available for free over the internet, and others 
require payment of a licensing fee. 
 
We are considering additional reviews, and 
we would like to get reader advice about 
software that has not been reviewed to date, 

or for updated reviews on some software. We 
also would like to hear from you about 
whether there are software systems that 
address other survey sampling issues that 
you'd like us to review. Please keep in mind 
that we review only software that is available 
for purchase or for free download. We do not 
review proprietary or other software that our 
readers cannot purchase or access through a 
download. 
 
Please send your advice and ideas to Jim 
Lepkowski, the review editor, at 
jimlep@umich.edu. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SOFTWARE 
REVIEW 
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We are very pleased to welcome the following new members: 
 
 

Country First Name Last Name 
Belgium Nathalie Hardat 
Benin Ayédélé Amour Balogoun 
Germany Torsten Harms 
Israel Luisa Kadun Burck 
New Zealand Christopher Wild 
Nigeria Mahammed Lawal Buga 
Norway Oyvin Kleven 
South Africa Reza Daniels 
Tunisia Adalbert Nshimyumuremyi 
Uganda James Muwonge 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Welcome 
          New Members! 

Dear New Member:  
For questions or input regarding The Survey Statistician, 
please contact: 
Steven Heeringa 
Institute for Social Research 
426 Thompson St., Rm 4046 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 USA 
sheering@isr.umich.edu
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Third International Conference on 
Establishment Surveys (ICES-III) 

Survey Methods for Businesses, Farms, 
and Institutions 

June 18–21, 2007 
Hyatt Regency Montréal 

Montréal, Québec, Canada 
 

In sponsorship with the American Statistical 
Association (ASA), the International 
Association of Survey Statisticians, the 
Statistical Society of Canada, the ASA 
Section on Survey Research Methods, and 
the ASA Section on Government Statistics. 
 
The ICES-III program committee has 
organized an outstanding program of panels 
and events. A sampling from the 23 invited 
sessions includes: 
 
• Surveys of Environmental Protection: 

Experiences and Challenges 
• Efficient Use of Administrative Data in 

Business Surveys 
• The New Direction of Business Surveys: 

the Integrated Approach 
 
The complete invited and contributed 
programs are now available on the ICES-III 
Web site  
http://www.amstat.org/meetings/ices/2007/index
.cfm?fuseaction=program . 
 
Registration is also open on the ICES-III Web 
site 
http://www.amstat.org/meetings/ices/2007/index
.cfm?fuseaction=registration . 

 
Housing opens on March 1, 2007, and closes 
on May 17.  
  
Other conference highlights are: 
 
• Two full-day and two half-day short 

courses on Monday, June 18; 
• Robert W. Edwards of the International 

Monetary Fund as the keynote speaker 
on Monday evening; 

• Eight introductory overview lectures;  
• Poster sessions; 
• Software demonstrations; 
• On Thursday evening, June 21, the 

conference will close with a dinner 
followed by a panel discussion, “The 
Future of Using Administrative Data 
Sources for Statistical Purposes”; a 
terrific social program; 

• Following the conference, a CD-ROM of 
presented papers will be sent to all 
conference participants. 

 
All conference information may be accessed 
at www.amstat.org/meetings/ices/2007. 
 
For further information, please send an email 
to ices3@census.gov. 
 
 

Message from the 2009 IASS 
Program Committee 

 
The program committee has started the 
process of creating a list of possible topics for 
the Invited Paper Meetings to be held during 
the 2009 ISI meetings in Durban, South 
Africa.  Overall, we are looking for a balance 
of theoretical and applied survey statistical 
topics with an emphasis on the local interests 
(topics of interest to South Africa). Decisions 
on the final topics to be included in the 2009 
session will be made in meetings that will take 
place during the 2007 ISI session in Lisbon.  
 
We would like to encourage all members to 
participate in this process by contacting us 
before the 2007 meetings. Suggestions are 
welcome on any aspects of survey statistics, 
with preference generally given to new 
developments and topics of wide and practical 
interest. If you would like to offer suggestions 
of possible topics, either to be organized 
solely by IASS or to be organized jointly with 
other sections of ISI, please do so by sending 
a title and a short abstract (up to 200 words) 
for each topic to the Chair of this committee at 
the address below. To prepare for committee 

Announcements
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meetings at the 2007 ISI session, we need to 
receive your proposals by April 2007. If 
possible, suggestions should include 
indications of potential organizers for the 
sessions. Please provide clear contact 
information to allow further correspondence. 
 
We thank you for participating and welcome 
any other comments and suggestions you 
may have for the 2009 Invited Paper 
Meetings. 
 
Leyla Mohadjer 
leylamohadjer@westat.com 
Telephone: 1-301-251-4254 
Fax: 1-301-294-2034 
1650 Research Blvd. 
Rockville, MD 20850 USA 
 

Conference on Small Area Estimation 
 
The Conference on Small Area Estimation 
Conference (SAE2007) will be held from 
September 3rd to September 5th 2007 at the 
University of Pisa, Faculty of Economics, Italy. 
The Conference is sponsored by the 
International Association of Survey 
Statisticians (IASS) and it is a satellite 
meeting of the 56th session of the International 
Statistical Institute (ISI). 
 
The primary objective of the Conference is to 
stimulate research and, in an informal setting, 
to promote the interaction of researchers both 
in (i) theoretical and methodological 
developments in small area estimation and 
related fields, and in (ii) practical applications 
of small area estimation methods, including 
their potential uses in various research areas 
(agricultural, environmental, health statistics, 
marketing research, poverty mapping,...). We 
hope that the conference will be an occasion 
for people to present new ideas as well as 
problems that are worth considering for further 
investigation. The conference offers sessions 
for invited papers, contributed papers and 
posters. Submissions should be related to 
subject areas such as, but not limited to: 
Model-assisted and model-dependent 
estimation for domains; Sample design and 
weighting in the context of small area 
estimation; Design-based versus model-
based approaches for small area estimation; 
Parametric versus non parametric small area 
estimation techniques; Combining hierarchical 

models with autocorrelation, state-space 
models, spatial econometrics, spatial 
epidemiology and disease mapping; Case 
studies of small area estimation in official 
statistics and agricultural, environmental, 
health statistics, marketing research, poverty 
mapping; Model-misspecification, robustness 
and diagnostics. 
 
Details of papers submission, formatting and 
guidelines will be made available on the 
website. 
 
Important dates:  
 

Feb 28 Title submission (oral 
presentations and posters) 

Mar 15 Notification of title acceptance  

May 11 Long abstract submission (4 
pages) for oral and poster 
presentation papers and 
registration 

Jul 15 Reviews sent to the authors 

 
More information from: Monica Pratesi 
(m.pratesi@ec.unipi.it) or Nicola Salvati 
(salvati@ec.unipi.it), Web page: 
http://www.dipstat.ec.unipi.it/SAE2007/. 
 
 

Summer Institute in 
Survey Research Techniques 

University of Michigan 
 

Now in its 60th year, the Summer Institute in 
Survey Research Techniques at the 
University of Michigan provides rigorous and 
high quality graduate training in all phases of 
survey research.  The program teaches state-
of-the-art practice and theory in the design, 
implementation, and analysis of surveys.  
Classes start June 4 and meet through July 
27.  Courses are offered in one to eight week 
time frames. The Summer Institute in Survey 
Research techniques draws on a renowned 
group of instructors from within the Survey 
Research Center and the University 
community, and on other experts from outside 
the University of Michigan.  For more details 
about course descriptions, and other relevant 
information visit the website,  
www.isr.umich.edu/src/si/. 
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Visit the new and improved IASS web site and 
read The Survey Statistician on line! 

 
http://www.cbs.nl/isi/iass/SurvStat.htm 

 
 

 

More about the IASS 
Becoming a member 
Services for members 
Survey Statistician 
Publications 
IASS Conferences 
Ask the experts 
Links 
What’s new 

 

 
International Association of Survey Statisticians (IASS) 

The Premier World Organization representing who’s who in Sample Survey and Census Methodologies 
 
 
 

 
FOUNDATION AND OBJECTIVES: 

 
Founded in 1973, the International Association of Survey Statisticians (IASS) has as its 
charge and mandate to promote the study and development of the theory and practice of 
sample surveys and censuses. It also aims to increase interest in surveys and censuses among 
statisticians, governments, and the public the world over.  
 

MEMBERSHIP AND EXECUTIVE: 
 
At present the IASS has approximately 1.200 members from 130 countries and 38 
institutional members. 
 
IASS headquarters are situated in Libourne (FRANCE) and operate, to a large extent, under 
the auspices of the French statistical agency INSEE, which lends its expertise and status to 
aid and promote the association’s work. 
 
The society is run by an Executive Committee elected for a period of two years and a Council 
elected for a four-year period. 
 
Anyone interested in learning more about IASS should contact 
 
Michel Péronnet 
IASS Executive Director 
3 rue de la Cité 
33500 Libourne 
France 
33 (0)5 57 51 63 86 
e-mail: peronnet.michel@wanadoo.fr 
 
 
 
 
 

Association Internationale des Statisticiens d’Enquête (AISE) 

 
Important Notices 

 
A PDF file of the newsletter is available on the IASS web site. Currently, a few members prefer to be notified only 
when a new issue is posted, instead of receiving the hard copy. At this point we do not have a process in place 
to support this option. A process will be developed when an adequate number of members choose the above. 
Until that time, all members will continue to receive hard copies of the newsletter. Please send an e-mail to 
sheering@isr.umich.edu  if you would like to take advantage of this option. 

 
Members are encouraged to view the IASS website (http://isi.cbs.nl/iass/index.htm) and provide comments or 
suggestions to Eric Rancourt: eric.rancourt@statcan.ca.. 
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In Other Journals 
 

 
 

SURVEY METHODOLOGY 
A Journal Published by Statistics Canada 

 
Contents Volume 32, Number 1, June 2006 
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Regular Papers 
 
Steven K. Thompson 
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Gabriele B. Durrant and Chris Skinner 
Using Missing Data Methods to Correct for Measurement Error in a Distribution Function............................. 25 
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On Calibration Estimation for Quantiles.......................................................................................................... 37 
 
David Haziza and Jon N.K. Rao 
A Nonresponse Model Approach to Inference Under Imputation for Missing Survey Data ............................. 53 
 
Elaine L. Zanutto and Alan M. Zaslavsky 
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Nicholas Tibor Longford 
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Journal of Official Statistics 
An International Review Published 

by Statistics Sweden 
 
 

 
JOS is a scholarly quarterly that specializes in statistical methodology and applications. Survey methodology 
and other issues pertinent to the production of statistics at national offices and other statistical organizations 
are emphasized. All manuscripts are rigorously reviewed by independent referees and members of the 
Editorial Board. 
 

Contents Volume 21, Number 4, 2005 
 
Optimal Dynamic Sample Allocation Among Strata  
Joseph B. Kadane..................................................................................................................................531-541 
 
Evaluation of Variance Approximations and Estimators in Maximum Entropy Sampling with Unequal 
Probability and Fixed Sample Size  
Alina Matei and Yves Till ........................................................................................................................543-570 
 
Implications for RDD Design from an Incentive Experiment  
J. Michael Brick, Jill Montaquila, Mary Collins Hagedorn, Shelley Brock Roth and Christopher Chapman 
...............................................................................................................................................................571-589 
 
On the Bias in Gross Labour Flow Estimates Due to Nonresponse and Misclassification  
Li-Chun Zhang .......................................................................................................................................591-604 
 
Adjustments for Missing Data in a Swedish Vehicle Speed Survey  
Annica Isaksson.....................................................................................................................................605-615 
 
Conditional Ordering Using Nonparametric Expectiles  
Yves Aragon, Sandrine Casanova, Ray Chambers and Eve Leconte ....................................................617-633 
 
Data Swapping as a Decision Problem  
Shanti Gomatam, Alan F. Karr and Ashish P. Sanil................................................................................635-655 
 
An Analysis of Interviewer Effects on Screening Questions in a Computer Assisted Personal Mental Health 
Interview  
Herbert Matschinger, Sebastian Bernert and Matthias C. Angermeyer ..................................................657-674 
 
Price Indexes for Elementary Aggregates: The Sampling Approach  
Bert M. Balk ...........................................................................................................................................675-699 
 
Children and Adolescents as Respondents. Experiments on Question Order, Response Order, Scale Effects 
and the Effect of Numeric Values Associated with Response Options  
Marek Fuchs ..........................................................................................................................................701-725 
 
Measuring Progress - An Australian Travelogue  
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Quality on Its Way to Maturity: Results of the European Conference on Quality and Methodology in Official 
Statistics (Q2004)  
Werner Grünewald and Thomas Körner.................................................................................................747-759 
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