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Fulfill our commitment – the role of 
Inter-Secretariat Working Group on 
Household Surveys



Outline

❑What is ISWGHS? What has it done?

❑Feedbacks from countries/others in the community

❑Positioning household surveys for the next decade, and what’s next? 



The Inter-Secretariat Working Group on Household 
Surveys (ISWGHS): introduction

❑Established in 2015 by the UNSC

❑Objectives:
i. Improve coordination of household surveys

ii. Advance cross-cutting innovative survey methodology

iii.Enhance communication and advocacy

❑Governance
• Membership: 11 international agencies + 10 (rotating) member states

• Secretariat: UN Statistics Division

• Current co-chairs: WB and UNW

❑Work through time-bound Task Forces, led by and with contribution 
from members and non-member experts.



The Role of Inter-Secretariat Working Group on Household 
Surveys

• Foster coordination at the national and international level: planning, financing and implementation
• Access and identify national capacity building needs
• Provide a common platform for training materials 
• Coordinating activities of members in initiating innovative approaches and experimentation and 

fostering exchange of experiences 

• Developing guidelines and training materials along priority areas outlined in this position paper 
• Encourage and support experimentation with and scaling-up of innovative methods

• Foster the exchange of national experiences and innovative methods, through various channels
• Collaborate with key partners (NSO, CSO, research institutes) to stay informed of latest 

developments and to seek collaboration opportunities
• Organise meetings and workshops to advocate for innovative approaches



Foster coordination of household survey systems at the national, 
regional and global level

❑Working with 5 countries and the Pacific Community 
on experiences and challenges in coordinating survey 
activities: empowering NSOs to take the lead in 
planning survey activities in a coordinated way

❑Members collaborating on testing instrument for 
more coordinated data collection

❑Facilitating conversations on survey coordination



Foster coordination of household survey systems at the national, 
regional and global level (2)

❑ Coordination of surveys is multi-faceted: coordination, 
integration and harmonization. Vary greatly by countries

❑The role of NSOs

❑Multi-year planning is crucial but challenging: predictable 
funding?

❑Various approaches: large-scale survey redevelopment 
processes. Resources and senior-level buy-in

❑No one-size fits all

❑Support from the international community: what’s next?

https://unstats.un.org/iswghs/TaskForcesDetails/recommendations-on-a-comprehensive-national-
hhs-programme



Foster coordination of household survey systems at the 
national, regional and global level (3)

❑Pilot project for the compilation of a household survey calendar 
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Supporting countries during crisis time

❑COVID-19 related support: 
• Planning and Implementing Household 

Surveys under COVID-19

• Guidance Note on Assessing and 
Minimizing the Impact of a Crisis on 
Survey Quality: Approaches Learned from 
the COVID-19 Pandemic

• COVID impact surveys dashboard (+800 
surveys)



Dissemination and anonymization of survey microdata

❑Microdata dissemination 
• Dissemination of microdata by international 

organisations
• Access to microdata in National and International 

Repositories: <50% LIC and LMIC countries 
disseminate microdata through national repositories

• National practices on household survey microdata 
dissemination

• Legal frameworks for microdata dissemination: a 
review of national statistical laws

o 93% (out of 167 countries) cover some clauses on 
confidentiality

o 50%: when individual-level data can be disseminated
o 45% defined confidential data
o 1/3: data protection
o 25%: scientific/research purposes and public use
o Large regional difference in up-to-dateness: Europe/NA

❑Spatial Anonymization



Supporting SDG data disaggregation
❑Small area estimation

• SAE4SDG: a wiki-platform to share 
methods/experiences in using SAE for 
official statistics

• eLearning course, with ECLAC & 
UNFPA (English, French)

https://unstats.un.org/wiki/display/SAE4SDG/SAE4SDG



Foster exchange of experiences

❑Holding monthly webinars with partners on innovative approaches
• COVID responses, data integration (SAE), inclusive data (survey and 

questionnaire design), sampling, mixed-mode data collection, working with 
private sectors

❑Being present in all major statistical events: UNSC side events, ISI-
WSC, WDF, SAE conference and IFMS

❑Responding to requests from members and connecting countries and 
experts
• Country survey focal points

• Stakeholder communication: monthly newsletter

• 1-1 meeting with country members



Listening to our stakeholders: annual surveys

Total: 67 responses (2021 
survey)



Listening to our stakeholders

What is welcomed?

❑Guidance and organized webinars/events

❑Sharing of the latest development in survey 
methodologies

❑Helped with networking and sharing experiences 
among each other

❑COVID-19 work
How satisfied with 
our communication

Number of 
respondents % of respondents

Very satisfied 36 54
Somewhat satisfied 27 40
Neither satisfied nor 
dissatisfied 3 4
(blank) 1 1
Grand Total 67 100

How satisfied are respondents with our 
communication?

What information would you like to 

see MORE in our communication? % respondents
Availability of methodological work 85
Training opportunities 78
Country practices 69
Webinars and meetings 66
The work of ISWGHS 52

What information would you like to 
see more?



A new paradigm? “Positioning household surveys for the 
next decade”

Objective:

Identify priority technical areas and 
sketch out the required enabling 
environment for household surveys 
to perform their foundational roles, 
meet new data demands, and 
increase their policy and research 
impact in the remaining decade for 
the SDGs

Statistical Journal of the IAOS (2022), 38. 



Positioning household surveys for the next decade

8 technical priorities
1. Enhancing the interoperability and integration of household surveys 

2. Designing and implementing more inclusive, respondent-centric surveys 

3. Improving sampling efficiency and coverage

4. Scaling up the use of objective measurements 

5. Building capacity for CAPI, phone, web, and mixed-mode surveys

6. Systematizing the collection, storage, and use of paradata and metadata

7. Incorporating machine learning and artificial intelligence for data quality control and 
analysis 

8. Improving data access, discoverability, and dissemination. 

Plus:

• Fostering a stronger enabling environment: at national and global levels



What’s new?

❑Using the “Position paper” to guide our work priority

❑Two new areas of work:
• Respondent-centred survey design, led by ONS
• Data integration, led by Malaysia DOSM
• Sample frame and sampling

❑Extending of our networks with other communities:
• Geospatial 
• Citizen generated data
• Administrative data
• Censuses
• Private sectors

❑Collaborating with Academia



Questions?

chen9@un.org


